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Adrian Williams, Shannon Bool: The Contemporary Library

The Contemporary Library is a growing accumulation of artists´ monographs alongside their most crucial influences. 

This library challenges the traditional order of a book collection by allowing its contents to literally define themselves. The featured artists contribute a starting sum of one catalogue or monograph, with an unencumbered list of influences and/or other books of their choice. What is important to us is that each featured artist will refer to books that they find essential to every library collection, which will both indicate the symbiotic nature of artistic discourse while it creates unspoken relationships between the shelves. The system of building the library from artists´ contributions may leave the library with more than one copy of any given book, thereby reinforcing that book’s significance and its ability to inspire or inform a community of artists. 

The setting of The Contemporary Library will be in the National University Library in Prishtina, Kosovo, where we have received a room in the library for the collection. We have sent countless requests for resources to artists and institutions all over the world and the books are currently being collected, categorized, marked and set into a computer program in both Frankfurt and Prishtina. 

We hope that after the establishment of The Contemporary Library, the students and Faculty of the Prishtina academy will continue to build their collection through further collaboration and intellectual exchange and through annual requests for contributions from the ever developing contemporary art world.

The Contemporary Library's contents will also be connected to the catalogue of the National University Library of Prishtina and broadcasted on the web so that it will not be necessary for one to visit the library in order to access its concept.

The Frankfurt-collected resources will all be transported to Prishtina in mid-August. The goal of the Contemporary Library is to offer a window into the current international art community with a structure that befits the multi-layered and multi-disciplinary nature of the contemporary art world.
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