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Mind the Map! – History Is Not Given

A project by the Institute of Theater Studies of the University of Leipzig, initiated by “East Art Map” (IRWIN), Slovenia, and “relations.”
Under the leadership of Marina Gržinić (Academy of Fine Arts, Vienna), Günther Heeg and Veronika Darian (Institute of Theater Studies, University of Leipzig) and moderated by “relations,” an international group of academics and young theoreticians from eastern and western Europe are exchanging ideas and concepts for an “East Art Map,” an art map of eastern Europe originally stemming from the Slovenian artist collective IRWIN. “East Art Map” is an attempt to identify and develop previously ignored areas of postwar art in eastern Europe and make them accessible to the public. The ultimate goal is to install a system of coordinates that reveals transnational connections and enables comparative study. 

“Mind the Map! – History Is Not Given” is a platform for art and culture production positioned at the interface between the different realities facing artists in eastern and western Europe, taking up the accents set by the “East Art Map.” “Mind the Map!” is striving to open up a space of exchange between different forms of artistic praxis, initiate concrete research projects and theoretical reflection, provide young researchers and academics with a forum, and stimulate debate in broader academic circles and the critical public. 

The new network devotes its attention to the cultural, political, and social backgrounds of artistic praxis. What shall emerge from this focus is an interventionist theoretical approach, fusing together in a triangular cooperation the arts, scholarly research, and social initiatives. The ideas of the young theoreticians and artists will be discussed at an international symposium to be held in Leipzig in October 2005; the results, a series of other relevant texts, and artistic works will then be published in the spring of 2006.

Formats

Seminars, exchange between the participating university partners, international symposium, publication of research results

Project leadership and coordination

Prof. Dr. Marina Gržinić, Academy of Fine Arts, Vienna;

Prof. Dr. Günther Heeg, Dr. Veronika Darian, Institute for Theater Studies of the University of Leipzig

Participating academics and institutions

Prof. Dr. Beatrice von Bismarck (Academy of Visual Arts, Leipzig)

Prof. Dr. Ekaterina Degot (Institute of Contemporary Art, Moscow);

Prof. Dr. Grzegorz Dziamski (Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznań);

Dr. Michael Fehr, Karin Schad (Karl Ernst Osthaus-Museum, Hagen);

Dr. Werner Fenz (Karl Franzens University, Graz);

Prof. Dr. Miško Šuvaković (University of the Arts, Belgrade)
Team 

Antje Dietze, Carsten Göring, Hilke Werner, Sophie Witt, Christiane Richter (University of Leipzig)
Kindly supported by

Slovene Ministry of Culture, German Academic Exchange Service DAAD, Nationales Performance Netz NPN

Media partners

ARTCHRONIKA, ARTeon, TkH, Umělec, springerin

Dates

October 13 – 16, 2005
International symposium in Leipzig

March 2006 


Publication of the research results
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