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Peripherie 3000—Strategic Platform for Networked Centers

A project of the Hartware MedienKunstVerein, Dortmund, in cooperation with “Zagreb—Cultural Kapital of Europe 3000,” Croatia, and “relations”
The city of Essen is seeking to become the European capital of culture in 2010 as part of a bid by the Ruhr Valley region. This forms the background to the “Peripherie 3000” project, developed together with the project team at “Zagreb—Cultural Kapital of Europe 3000” (“ZCK 3000”). In April 2006 the results of the networking activities between cultural institutions and initiatives from North Rhine-Westphalia and Zagreb will be presented at a number of locations, including Dortmund, Essen, and Düsseldorf.
Cooperation in Zagreb focuses on the collaborative realization of interdisciplinary projects and interventions in urban space and local cultural policy. The experience gathered in this undertaking is reflected in the project structure of “Peripherie 3000.”
As an interdisciplinary platform, “Peripherie 3000” is developing art and culture projects in the Ruhr Valley region, cooperating with “ZCK 3000” and various partners from the areas of theater, dance, performance, media art and policy, music, and urban research. While the themes are specific to the respective location, they also point beyond this local context. They include issues such as the disappearance of labor and the transformation of the concept of work from the industrial to the information age, and from the guest-worker culture of the 1960s to new migrant communities. They look at the “old West” as the “new East,” investigating structural change in the old federal states of Germany versus structural fracturing in the new federal states. “Peripherie 3000”—Off Center asks: can we still find the centers we are looking for? Finally, which institutional framework conditions does cultural production need today? “Peripherie 3000” plays with the usual understanding of a (cultural) capital as a “center” and consciously counters this concept with that of the periphery: the periphery, at the edges and on the fringes, opens up a perspective on changing social and cultural structures. 
One important component of the project is the setting up of a website. This website visualizes the concrete contexts and their interrelationships as a semantic network and will serve both as an exchange platform during the development of the projects as well as their documentation.

Project leadership
Susanne Ackers, Inke Arns (Hartware MedienKunstVerein, Dortmund, www.hmkv.de), Tomislav Medak (“Zagreb—Cultural Kapital of Europe 3000,” www.culturalkapital.org)

Team
Francis Hunger, Christoph Pingel (programming), Darija Šimunović
Participating initiatives in Zagreb
Center for Drama Art (CDU); Multimedia Institute [mi2]; Platforma 9,81; What, How & for Whom (WHW); BLOK; Bacači Sjenki; Community Art; Kontejner

Participating initiatives in North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany
Hartware MedienKunstVerein, Dortmund; Forum Freies Theater, Düsseldorf; MeX, intermedia and experimental music projects, Dortmund; orange.edge, Urban Research + Marketing, Dortmund; PACT Zollverein (Performing Arts Choreographisches Zentrum NRW Tanzlandschaft Ruhr ), Essen; stadtraum.org, Düsseldorf; Verein zur Förderung des öffentlichen bewegten und unbewegten Datenverkehrs (FoeBuD e.V.), Bielefeld; and others
Website
www.peripherie3000.de

Project status as of November 23, 2005
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