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a project initiated by the German Federal Cultural Foundation

The project

Within the framework of the Federal Cultural Foundation's Eastern and Central Europe program, “relations” develops art and cultural projects in collaboration with curators, social researchers, and artists from eastern European countries and Germany.

In terms of content, our aim is to formulate overarching transnational questions and lines of enquiry out of the respective local contexts which connect art, everyday life, social research, politics, and history with one another. Questions and lines of enquiry which counter nationalist attitudes and stances with a differentiated view, enable and generate dialog, and focus on the processes of social transition. These conceptual and working approaches transcend national boundaries and address an international audience.

“relations” does not set any rigid program in order to be able to develop the projects in a flexible way beyond their original local problematic. Exhibitions and publication projects receive the same support as archival projects or fellowship programs for artists and theorists. “relations” supports its partners in setting up legally secure, stable organizational structures and facilitates the exchange of ideas, initiatives, and information through an extensive website and regular meetings of the involved actors.
Together with the cooperation partners, in 2003 “relations” initiated and launched the projects ALTE ARTE (Moldova), De/construction of Monument (Bosnia-Herzegovina), East Art Map (Ljubljana), Missing Identity (Kosovo), Re:form (Poland), Visual Seminar (Sofia ), Zagreb - Cultural Kapital of Europe 3000 (Croatia) as well as the international film project “Generation.”

The year 2004 began with “relations” mediating the intensive dialogue with German partner initiatives and institutions. The focal point of activities was the networking and joint further development of the questions and lines of enquiry with a view to presenting them to an international audience. First conceptional and organizational meetings on the projects in Germany took place.
In 2005 the formats elaborated were presented in Germany. The film “Lost and Found”, which emerged from the Generation project, launched this new phase. “Lost and Found” opened the International Forum of New Cinema at the 55th Berlin International Film Festival and has featured at numerous international festivals.
Beginning in August, the cooperation between the Kunsthaus Dresden and the Visual Seminar (WILD CAPITAL/WILDES KAPITAL), between the Neuer Berliner Kunstverein and the De/ construction of Monument project (Displaced), the student exchange between Pristina and Frankfurt/Main (ACADEMY REMIX. Städelschule, Frankfurt meets Missing Identity, Pristina), and the university network Mind the Map! – History Is Not Given (Leipzig), inspired by the East Art Map, were presented to the German public. 
In March 2006 the “relations” book “Leap into the City. Chişinău, Sofia, Pristina, Sarajevo, Warsaw, Zagreb, Ljubljana. Cultural Positions, Political Conditions. Seven Scenes from Europe” was published by DuMont Literatur und Kunst Verlag. In April 2006 the results of the cooperation between the project Zagreb – Cultural Kapital of Europe 3000 and the Hartware MedienKunstVerein in Dortmund were presented under the title Peripherie 3000 – Strategic Platform for Networked Centers in the Ruhr region. Furthermore, the international group exhibition of the project WILD CAPITAL / WILDES KAPITAL is to be opened in May in the Kunsthaus Dresden.
At the same time, “relations” is opening up the overall project in its different facets to the German and international audience through colloquiums, publications, and targeted public relations work. In this way, “relations” is embarking on pioneering work in building up sustainable transnational cooperation.

What relations stands for

“relations” stands for the conviction that art and culture form the vital center of a society. Art can develop a vocabulary of its own that responds imaginatively to transformations of power relations and the realities of everyday life. “relations” becomes active wherever cultural actors, taking local problems as their starting point, develop artistic projects that pick up socially relevant issues in a unique and distinct way and critically engage both present and past. Cultural actors are the observers and chroniclers, the critics, amplifiers, and translators of social processes. They ignite controversial debates about ways of life and ways of thinking and speaking, always incorporating into their considerations whatever deviates from mainstream norms, the other, and the alien. “relations” lends its support to fostering the sensibility of these cultural actors, to improving their working conditions, and to making their voices audible in the public realm.
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The advisory board

“relations” is assisted by an advisory board that accompanies the projects, offering its expertise and constructively shaping their direction. The advisory board takes on the important role of translator and international mediator of the projects. Its members are:

- Eda Čufer (dramaturge and cultural theorist, Ljubljana)

- Silvia Eiblmayr (director of the Galerie im Taxispalais, Innsbruck)

- Migjen Kelmendi (author and editor of the weekly magazine “Java,” Pristina)

- Marek Krajewski (sociologist, Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznań)

- Thomas Krüger (president of the Federal Agency for Civic Education, Bonn)

- Hortensia Völckers (artistic director of the German Federal Cultural Foundation, Halle/Saale)

- Gottfried Wagner (general secretary of the European Cultural Foundation, Amsterdam)
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